CHAPTER XI

'GRAFIN LANDSFELD'

THE  1848 REVOLUTION AND THE ABDICATION OF
THE KING

1847-8

No sooner was Tann removed than Lola Montez attempted to
force the King to fulfil his promise to make her a Countess. Now
or never, she thought to herself. Ludwig was away from the
capital which was hostile to her, and her threat to leave the
country was still fresh in the mind of her victim. The dancer also
hoped that, robbed of Tann's support, he would be more willing
to accede to her wishes. She knew Ludwig well, she knew the
weight he attached to his word and that he would attempt to keep
it, even if the conditions under which it was given had completely
changed. She admonished him: 'You are a King, you gave me
your hand as pledge that you would fulfil my dearest wish and
I have told everyone about it; now you must keep your word.
I demand it of you!' And to emphasize her wish she held over
him the terrible threat of her departure.

Ludwig was well aware that this would lead to a fresh struggle.
Tann had made that clear to him very often. The aristocracy,
the support and bulwark of every throne, would regard such an
act as an insult to their order and take a still stronger stand
against the King and his lady. But there was nothing else for
Ludwig to do. He was entirely under the ban of this bewitching
but devilish and calculating woman. In addition, he had given
his word. Very well, but Tann had been of the opinion that he
ought to leave Briickenau. Yes, thought Ludwig, I will follow his
advice and go to Aschaffenburg where he is staying. It will look
better if I send the order fulfilling Lola's dearest wish from
Aschaffenburg. If it were sent from Briickenau, every one would
say: 'Well, of course, Lola Montez holds the King in the hollow
of her hand!'

So Ludwig went to Aschaffenburg and from there, on 4th August,
a command was sent to Staatsrat von Maurer: The rank of
Countess is to be bestowed upon Senora Lola Montez. I wish to
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